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Dear Archon Alumni Brothers:
My name is T.J. Riggs, class of '71. I am writing you as Alumni President and as a Brother. I want to start by saying I am sorry this letter has not come forward in a timelier manner. There are several reasons. The most important reason is I wanted to get a very clear picture of our Alumni Order and the current Active Order. I have made an effort to speak with more than several Brothers’ regarding a multitude of subjects. I was looking for the concerns of our Brothers, what are the visions both Orders’ have and the over all state of both the Archon Alumni and the Actives.
 
It is time to face the Truth. Both the Active Order and the Alumni Order are on life support. This however, is not a death letter. It is a letter of fact. As an Alumni Order, over the years we have not done a good job of monitoring the Active Order or even staying in close touch with how our fraternity was run or conducted. The fact that Aaron Quinn, the Active Order adviser, had to bring to our attention the current situation of the Active Order speaks for its self. Our lack of involvement in the Active Order over the past 30 to 35 years is testimony of our lack of communication and an apparent lack of caring. Yes, there have always been those few that have stayed the course and tried to insure that both the Active Order and the Alumni Order have some sort of heart beat. The problem with that is, to few and always the same Brothers. The average age of the Brothers that for years have tried to maintain the correct course is over 55 years of age. This age criteria cannot go on and expect Archon to survive.
 
Why! Why are we at this point? There is no easy answer; it’s just life, our commitments change, our focus changes, and our life changes. We move on. There is one thing, however, that we can look too as a common reason for our collective falling away, and it’s simple in its nature. A total lack of communication between our Fraternity Brothers! The one area that stood out the most when I polled as many Alumni as I could, was that no Brother had stayed in contact, not only with the fraternity in general, but the glaring issue of not staying in contact with Brothers of his own pledge class. We are not COMMUNICATING!! We’ve gotten to where we are now because of "The total break down of communication."  In this day of multiple communication outlets, there is no reason for this, unless, you as a Brother, do not care. I will not and do not accept that. For whatever reason, it appears that in the early eighty's going forward to the current active order, most communications with that group of Brothers stopped. I spoke with a Brother from the pledge class of '85. He made several good points, but one thing he said stood out that both shocked and perplexed me. He believes that the group of alumni that I spoke about felt that they were on the outside and did not feel a part of the older alumni. Nothing could be farther from the truth, at least from a Brotherhood standpoint. But the fact is, is that this feeling is out there and it must be changed.
 
Our new Vice President, Thom Crowe "79, has been mandated to update our current address & phone list. In addition, Thom is going to identify each pledge class and select one or two Brothers from that pledge class to reach out and start a dialog with their brothers and get the communication lines back open. Please, by reading this letter, start your own contact calls. Remember your pledge brothers! Can you name them? When was the last time you made an effort to TALK with a brother? If we do not get this started, we are going to see an end to this active order for sure and a very slow death to the Alumni Order. All of us most reach out. It is a simple act on your part to bring the Brotherhood back together again.
 
Currently, there appears to be 3 or 4 actives on campus. The Alumni have been in VERY close contact and will continue to be in contact for as long as we have an active order. Arrangements have been made to have Alumni at each Sunday fraternity meeting. In addition, several Brothers are very involved in helping the active order get ready for a winter pledge class. In support of that class, Brother Kim Nye ‘70 is going to be the assistant pledge master. Make no mistake about this.... If we do not have Alumni involvement going forward the active order on campus will not make it!
 
I know the theme of this letter is dark in its content. But let me add some wonderful thoughts as well. All of us remember back to our Rio days and our own personnel reasons for joining a wonderful Fraternity. The Fraternity you selected is the most recognized organization on Rio's campus. No other organization has the history of The Fraternal Order of Archon. There is not a place you can go on Rio's campus that does not highlight our Fraternity. We are Rio! In addition, I want to add that the Archon Alumni Association is financially in good shape.  Our Archon Alumni Scholarship Fund has over $41,000 on balance. Our commitment to the University "Lighting of The Way Campaign" reached over $150,000. With this in mind, I want each of you to continue supporting you Archon Alumni Association by sending in your dues. We need to grow our funding for several worthwhile projects and those projects will be available for your perusal on Archons new web site in the near future.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Archon Alumni have several upcoming events and as of this letter, I want to highlight The Archon Classic. Brother Charles Kunkel '71 started this golf outing fourteen years ago and it truly has turned into a classic. Brother Kym Nye '70 became a partner in this signature Archon event several years after it’s conception and both Brothers make a great team in putting this outing together. This years outing is again in Portsmouth, Ohio, and the dates are October 7th & 8th. Chuck will be sending out a letter of information. This is truly a great time. Please, call a Brother and get involved. If you cannot make the outing please consider giving financial support of some kind.
 
In closing, I want to say Thank You to all Brothers that have helped me these past several months. I, like you, have a full life. I’m a father, a husband, I own two demanding businesses, I am building a new home, and yes, I’m President of the Archon Alumni. In my heart, I feel it is the right thing to do. This labor of love has brought me back to Rio. The memories have come back. It is good...God Bless Archon and God Bless all Our Brother's.
 
Amaque,
 
T.J. Riggs '71
614-579-3838
tjriggs3838@att.net
                                                          archonalumni.org
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