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 ‘                      
 FRATERNAL ORDER OF ARCHON 

 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ( FOUNDED 1957

  Box 1957, 218 N. College Ave, Rio Grande, OH 45674
            Dear Archon Brothers:

In the past, you have received a plethora of letters from me asking you for your financial support (dues) and some degree of participation in the Archon Alumni Association.  I am no longer treasure, and so, this outreach will no longer come from me, but from our new treasure, Aaron Rykowski.  You may rest assured that Aaron will be very steadfast in the continuance of this duty.  We hope you will continue your strong support and respond to this very necessary duty of our organization. 

Telling you this is actually not the purpose of this letter.   The subject is FOOTBALL!
 Let me begin with a bit of Archon history.  Many of you who were at Rio before and after me (1968-73) might not know that the active brothers of that period organized, funded, outfitted and played a series of full go, tackle football games under the supervision of accredited Ohio high school referees.   Practicing Archons well-known entrepreneurial spirit, they actually raised sufficient funds to buy 22 complete uniforms for their team.  On top of that, they also bought 22 complete used uniforms and provided that equipment to all the teams they eventually played.  The teams played were for the most part other fraternities from Ohio University; however, they also had several scrimmages with area high schools.

Several games were played under the lights at Southwestern High School. Eventually the Men of Archon resurrected and rehabilitated the old Rio Grande varsity football field located across from where Buckeye Hills Technical School now stands, and the games were moved there. The Gallipolis radio station WJEH AM broadcasted our games and we not only drew large crowds of students from Rio, but also from the greater community.

This was an Archon Club Football team.  It was ours and it survived 3 years.  That was the last time football was played in any organized way at Rio.  That was the historical part of this letter, now onto the present.

The opportunity to once again enjoy football at Rio Grande has surfaced as a possibility, and as before, Archon is in the vanguard of the effort.  Unlike Archon’s adhoc endeavor of the early 70’s, all student projects or organizations are now administered under the purview of the Director of Student Activities.  A club must be formed, a constution written and officers elected.  This has been done, and I am happy to report that the Men of Archon staff most of those officerial positions.  It must be emphasized, that this is not an Archon Club Foot ball team.  This is a Rio Grande Club Football Team.  There is a genuine groundswell of enthusiasm from the entire campus community hoping to see this happen.  It just so happens, as I have already stated, that Archon is in the vanguard.

A business plan for this project has been written by Professor Charles Winters of the Evans School of Business at Rio.  He is also currently an assistant coach with the Credo-Kenove Crash, a minor league pro football team.  His initial recognition of the possibility of bringing football back to Rio on the club level was the beginning of this whole process.  He is also the father of an Archon Active! (A copy of this business plan, and Coach Winters resume can be viewed on the Archon web site at www.archonalumni.org), or at http://www.redstormfootball.info/ 

As I have stated at the beginning of this letter, we encourage your financial (dues) and personal support to the Archon Alumni Association.  We truly have lived up to our mission; “The purpose of our organization is the perpetuation of our brotherhood and service to the University from which we were founded.” We now have before us the opportunity to continue the enterprise those Archon men envisioned in the 70’s   This dovetails perfectly with our mission.

At whatever level you can give, it will illustrate your Archon and Rio spirit.  

Please make your checks payable to

University of Rio Grande                                                                                                                                                                                     Memo: Rio Club Football

And mailed to:

Annette Ward                                                                                                                                           Director of Alumni Affairs                                                                                                                  University of Rio Grande                                                                                                                  

Rio Grande, 45674

Remember, these gifts are tax deductable.
  If you have any question, please call me at 614.668.5388                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Amaque, Larry Guglielmi ‘73

PS. If you want to see a video of one of the old games, go to the Archon web site, click on Archon Videos, and then Archon Football vs. Phi Kappa Tau. For those of you who know me, you will notice that I am prominently featured in this video…That’s because my father took the movie! 

